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Canvas and iClicker to Solve Problems

Use iClicker

• To check retention from previous class

• To check for understanding during class

• To keep students focused and engaged

• Keep students from leaving lecture early

• For extra study questions before exams



Canvas and iClicker to Solve Problems

Use Canvas  
• For easy communication with students

• My students are only allowed to message me in 
Canvas – no emails!

• Easy grading using the speed grader app
• Group or individual assignments

• For the “what-if” grade feature!!!
• For the analytics
• For the intuitive interface and ease of use



Canvas and iClicker to Solve Problems



What is iClicker?



What is iClicker?
An iClicker base collects votes from remotes



What is iClicker?

Votes from students 
using a Web enabled 
device are collected in 
the cloud



What is iClicker?
Control slides and polls with instructor remote or app



Registration with Canvas



Registration with Canvas



Registration with Canvas



Registration with Canvas



Registration with Canvas



Canvas “Message Students Who” Feature

Find students who 

have not completed 

the registration 

process.



Message non-

compliers easily using 

Canvas



Message non-

compliers easily using 

Canvas

Canvas “Message Students Who” Feature



iClicker in Action



My Daily Use of iClicker

Open with 3 -5 
clicker questions 
pertaining to the 
previous lecture
--ALSO--
Run an attendance 
session



My Daily Use of iClicker

Ask 5 – 8 clicker 
questions during a 
1 hour lecture



My Daily Use of iClicker

Draw 10 random 
names at the end of 
lecture



My Daily Use of iClicker

My approach is 
strategic to solve 
problems.

Let’s talk about 
that…



Strategic Solutions

Use iClicker cloud 
to take 
attendance



Strategic Solutions

Location based

Easy to edit
• Change status
• Add notes



Strategic Solutions

Ask questions as soon as class 
starts

• Gets students engaged right 
away

• No wasted time!
• I ask review questions from 

previous lecture



Strategic Solutions

Ask a question every 
8 minutes or so
• Provides 

immediate 
feedback to 
student

• Provides 
immediate info for 
instructor



Strategic Solutions

 Show results before closing the 
question every now and then
 For tougher questions, show 

the results in real time
 Encourage your students to 

discuss with each other
 My students get a kick out of 

this!



Strategic Solutions

Close questions 
quickly

• Students hesitate 
to leave app to 
visit other 
websites

• Keeps them on 
their toes



Strategic Solutions

Give ahead of time notice on 
some questions and make 
others a surprise



Strategic Solutions



Strategic Solutions



Strategic Solutions

 Ask questions “on the fly”
 The i>Clicker software takes a screenshot of 

whatever is on your screen
 You can make an internet website into a 

question

 Pro Tip: If you have an interesting/controversial poll 
or article on the screen, ask an opinion question
 Students love to give their opinions!



When I Asked Students about iClickers…

“I really love the iClicker system that we use in class. It 
keeps me engaged at all times and serves as a test to see 
how well I am comprehending the material being taught. I 
never know when an iClicker question will arise, so it also 
helps keep my attention and makes sure I stay fully 
focused! (:”



Common Concerns
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Common Concerns

University of South Carolina 34



Strategic Solutions

Use iClicker cloud and 
encourage students to get a 
REEF subscription
• They may forget their 

i>clicker but will never 
forget their smartphone!

• Nobody says “I didn’t know I 
wasn’t accumulating 
i>clicker points.”



Strategic Solutions

• Students can study from the 
questions

• Absent students have this 
same information

• iClicker voters have this same 
information



Strategic Solutions

Never stop to let students write 
down clicker questions again!

They have a screenshot of every 
question with the correct 
answer



Strategic Solutions

 A Google search of “students leaving early from 
college lecture” returns about 59,500,000 results!

 Draw random sample of student names at the end of 
each lecture
 Students on list show photo ID
 Clicker points, but do not show with ID earns a 

referral to academic integrity



iClicker Cloud Gradebook 



Canvas Notifications



Strategic Solutions

What do students think?



Recent Course Evaluations



When I Asked Students about i>Clickers…

“My favorite part of STAT 110 is the I-Clickers, it makes 
class feel like a game show. It's a great way to see if I 
have learned anything or if I need to still work on 
certain problems from the lesson that day.”



Recent Course Evaluations

Positives: Helpful clicker questions and homework 
assignments.
Negatives: None



Spring 2016 Course Evaluations

Clicker questions helped for tests



Spring 2016 Course Evaluations

Positive – clicker points to make up missed homework
Negative – none 



Spring 2016 Course Evaluations

Powerpoints were good and clicker questions really 
helped



When I Asked Students about i>Clickers…

“PRACTICE QUESTIONS WITH REWARDS OF CLICKER 
POINTS... gives the class an opportunity to practice what 
we just covered which allows us to better understand the 
material. The clickers makes it possible to interact with 
you and get positive feedback without massive chaos since 
the class is close to 200 students. The questions make me 
feel like I am back at my community college with only 15-
20 students per class. The points are a great incentive for 
attending class....”



When I Asked Students about i>Clickers…

“My favorite part of STAT 110 is the iClicker. I think it is a 
great way to not feel like I'm in such a large lecture 
because I am able to check and see if I actually know what 
is being taught. ”



Thank you!


